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No Child Left Inside LegislationNo Child Left Inside Legislation

Sponsored by Rhode Island’s Senator Jack ReedSponsored by Rhode Island’s Senator Jack Reed



Hosted an Informational Meeting

Garry Heath, No Child Left Inside Coalition

Over 50 people attended!

Teachers

Department of Education

Higher Education

State Legislation

School Board Association

Principles Association

Superintendant  Association

Community and Environmental Organizations

Economic Development



Worked to Secure Funding

Rhode Island 

Foundation

Small Grant -

$7,500

Allowed us to hire a 

consultant to work 

on the plan.



Hired a Consultant !
Donna Braun, Ed.D.

�RI Department of Education part of the hiring process

�Compiled Research on EE and other state ELPS

�Conducted a Gap Analysis 

NAAEE Guidelines for Excellence with RI State 

Education Standards

�Held Stakeholder Meetings to build support and 

establish a working group.

�Conducted Teacher Survey 



RI’s Commissioner of Education
Deborah Gist

RI’s Commissioner of Education
Deborah Gist

�New to the scene

�Has experience in 

Environmental Education

�Proponent for change –

“Strategic Thinker”

�Race to the Top Funding



Strengthened 

Case for 

Support

Illustrate 

Connections To: 

World Class Education

STEM

Professional Development

Health



Additional Funding Secured
$32,000

Additional Funding Secured
$32,000

� Continue work on ELP

� Strengthen RIEEA
Web site

Marketing materials

Part-time coordinator

� Development of a 

Statewide EE Database



Draft ELP Completed!
Now What???

Draft ELP Completed!
Now What???

�Need approval from the RI 

Department of Education

�What will implementation look like?

�State Science Standards  - revisions?

�NECAP Assessment

�Graduation Requirements?



Next Strategic Moves

�Begin to roll out parts of the plan that funding is already in place for.

Online EE Database

�Build stronger connections to key education initiatives – STEM

�Workforce Development – Green Economy

�ELP – Race to the Top Funding

�Establish a Larger Initiative for the ELP to fit into



Building 
a Larger 
Children 
in Nature 
Initiative

Building 
a Larger 
Children 
in Nature 
Initiative



Key Points…

�Build Strategic Partnerships –

Collaboration

�Regular Communication is Key

�Funding

�STEM

�Workforce Development

�Broaden the platform 

�Collaboration among NE states 

�Build off the national EE 

momentum!


