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Rhode Island
Environmental Literacy Plan




No Child Left Inside Legislation

Sponsored by Rhode Island’s Senator Jack Reed




Hosted an Informational Meeting
Garry Heath, No Child Left Inside Coalition

Over 50 people attended!

Teachers

Department of Education

Higher Education

State Legislation

School Board Association

Principles Association

Superintendant Association

Community and Environmental Organizations
Economic Development




Worked to Secure Funding

Rhode Island
Foundation
Small Grant -

$7,500

Allowed us to hire a
consultant to work
on the plan.




Hired a Consultant !
Donna Braun, Ed.D.

**RI Department of Education part of the hiring process
**Compiled Research on EE and other state ELPS
**Conducted a Gap Analysis

NAAEE Guidelines for Excellence with Rl State

Education Standards

**Held Stakeholder Meetings to build support and
establish a working group.

**Conducted Teacher Survey




RI’s Commissioner of Education
Deborah Gist

Transforming Education in Rhode Island

Student

*New to the scene

**Has experience in

All Rhode Island
Students Ready

Environmental Education for Success

**Proponent for change —
”Strategic Thinke I"” Excellent Educators

Great Schools

**Race to the Top Funding

World-Class User-Friendly Equitable and
Standards and Data Effective
Assessments Systems Investments

4‘;1 Rhode Island Department of Education
g i3 borah A. Gist, Commissioner
w.ride.ri.gov




Rhode Island’s Environmental Literacy Plan
Leveraging resources and SEOporing ciiTen ifaifes o prepare oudl i e 25 Cemruy.

Visson:

The Rhode Indand Enviropmental Literaey Flan i the
stEppEnp-sioae needed to prepare enviroomentalby liteoee
citizens to wark, participate and lead in the 21+ centary.
Whether becoming part of a STEM (wcence, technology,
engineering, math) profestion, joining the preen jobs
econoey, ruanme for office, teaching, or wimply beinp ahle to
ke mfommed devizions shout enviroomental mones moh 23
water wie, air quality and land developmens, Bhode Ixland
needs envirommentally litemte citizens,

Today Rhode Island smidenrs are nor comperove nich rheir peers in he
Northeasr m reading, math, and scrence.

Bheate [k e’ dn el o M

A secan, Magive Ar

Natonal Sudy

A repent masional stndy of middle wchool stodents” eprircomenta] litemey
thowred that, on aremape, middle school stndents seore lower on the
cognitive skills component (mme dentification, amabysiz, and plannins)
thar on the other components of enviropmental literaey meazared

e g ecological foundations, emviromment and bnman mepact). Rhods
Ixland stedents” Inquiry scores show a @milar trend.

e I00d MEsoral Frvirraransl oy s Proper o TR and MOWA

Dyscover how an Emsronmenral Lireracy Plan
can fielp reverse these frends.

Strengthened
Case for
Support

lllustrate
Connections To:

World Class Education
STEM

Professional Development
Health




Additional Fundlng Secured
$32,000

*¢* Continue work on ELP

¢ Strengthen RIEEA
Web site
Marketing materials
Part-time coordinator

** Development of a
Statewide EE Database




Draft ELP Completed ‘
Now What???

**Need approval from the Rl
Department of Education

**What will implementation look like?
*»*State Science Standards - revisions?
**NECAP Assessment

**Graduation Requirements?




Next Strategic Moves

“*Begin to roll out parts of the plan that funding is already in place for.

online EE Database

*»Build stronger connections to key education initiatives — STEM
»Workforce Development— Green Economy
+eLp - Race to the Top Funding

+Establish a Larger Initiative for the ELP to fit into




Building
a Larger
Children
iIn Nature
Initiative

RI Coalition
for Children
in Nature
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Key Points...

“*Build Strategic Partnerships —
Collaboration

“*Regular Communication is Key
“*Funding

“*STEM

“*Workforce Development
“*Broaden the platform
“*Collaboration among NE states
“*Build off the national EE

momentum!




