
 

 A great professional development 

opportunity is available to teachers by 

attending the Biomonitoring for Cli-

mate Change Workshop to be held in 

June in eastern South Dakota. This 

opportunity is made available through 

EECSD and a grant from EPA Region 8. 

Applications are still being accepted 

for the last remaining spots for the 

workshop. The positions are available 

for 6th through 12 education class-

room teachers as well as non-formal 

educators. The dates for the workshop 

is June 23-26 and the location is the 

Oak Lake Field Station northeast of 

Brookings. 

Participants in this top of the line 

workshop will receive all equipment 

necessary to implement high quality 

eco-monitoring in their classroom.  

Everyone attending will receive a full 

biomonitoring kit valued at $900, a 

global warming and Green House 

gases GEMS kit from Lawrence Hall of 

Science, UC Berkeley, and a $120 

stipend. 

Successful applicants for the work-

shop are required to attend the entire 

training. Food and lodging will be pro-

vided at the Field Station. Participants 

will be selected on a combination of 

involvement with environmental edu-

cation and plans for using the mate-

rial. 

Applications may be found at 

EECSD.info@gmail.com 

See you in June!!!! 

What is EECSD 

* Promotes environmental 

literacy in South Dakota 

* Clearinghouse for EE news 

in the state 

* Promotes environmental 

professional development 

* Provides networking op-

portunities for EE educa-

tors 

* Capacity building 
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the furnace.ó 

To avoid the second danger, Mr. Leo-

pold recommends the reader start a 

fire with a split of oak, cut by the 

readers own hand. And indeed, A Good 

Oak is dedicated to the telling of how a 

òThere are two spiritual dangers in not 

owning a farm,ó wrote conservationist 

Aldo Leopold in his essay A Good Oak  

from the book A Sand County Almanac. 

òOne is the danger in supposing that 

breakfast comes from the grocery 

store and the other heat comes from 

certain oak felled by lightning during a 

summer storm became the wood that 

warmed his shins one bitter winter 

dawn. 

To avoid the first danger of òsupposing    

the (continued on page 2) 
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breakfast comes from the grocery 

store,ó Mr. Leopold suggests that the 

reader, òplant a garden, preferably 

where there is no grocer to confuse 

the issue.ó And thus begins and ends 

the whole of his writings on gardening, 

at least for that particular book. 

I donõt know if Leopold ever had a food 

garden. Given his propensity for grow-

ing things, I would be surprised if he-

or perhaps his wife Estella-did not. 

While he did not write at length about 

gardening, he did write in depth. For 

that little paragraph, a sentence 

really, says much.  

Gardening reminds us of our depend-

ence on the natural world. Anyone who 

gardens knows just how vulnerable we 

are to the vagaries of the sun, rain 

and soil. Too much, too little, or the 

wrong kind and our gardens are un-

productive. If we are to replace our 

grocer with our gardens, the vagaries 

become not an irritation, thwarting us 

from first tomatoes or eating corn 10 

minutes after picking, but a matter of 

eating or going hungry. 

We have devoted part of this issue of 

our newsletter to gardening. Whether 

a vegetable plot for food, a butterfly 

garden for beauty, or a prairie plot for 

conservation, we create a place for 

children, families and communities to 

better experience and understand our 

ultimate connection to the land in all 

itõs many facets. 

Anne 

 

 

butterflies and their host plants in-

clude Black Swallowtail and dill, carrot 

and parsley; Cloudless Sulphur and the 

pea family; Eastern Tiger Swallowtail 

and ash, Monarch and milkweed; 

Painted Lady and thistle, mallow and 

hollyhock. Plant flowers and host 

plants in groups. Larger blocks of 

plants will be easier for butterflies to 

find. 

Water: Provide puddling spaces for 

butterflies. Use a shallow dish filled 

with small pebbles. This gives the 

butterflies a place to drink without 

drowning and provides extra minerals 

and nutrients. 

Space: Your garden doesnõt have to be 

big. You can make it in a container or 

on a deck. Avoid pesticides, which 

affect all insects. Attract beneficial 

insects and animals like lady beetles, 

toads and snakes to your garden. 

Remember to make space for you to 

sit and enjoy your new friends. 

Butterfly gardens benefit all of us, so 

how could you pass up such a fun 

opportunity. By providing a habitat, 

you are playing an important part in 

butterfly conservation. Each time you 

step into your yard, you will be awed 

and entertained by your winged 

neighbors. 

The Sarcoma Butterfly House is lo-

cated in Sioux Falls on Oxbow Rd. 

BUTTERFLY GARDENING TIPS FROM THE SERTOMA BUTTERFLY HOUSE 

Audrey Willard-Education Coordinator 

Beautiful butterflies are ready and 

waiting to make your backyard their 

new home. By creating a habitat with 

the best combination of food, water, 

shelter and space, you will enjoy the 

benefits of boundless butterflies 

throughout the summer.  

Food: Butterflies spend most of their 

adult life in search of nectar. Nectar 

plants provide butterflies with the 

energy they need to live. Most prefer 

colorful single flowers rather than 

composite flowers. Plant for continu-

ous bloom throughout the growing 

season. Preferred nectar plants in-

clude Aster, Black Eyed Susan, Butter-

fly Bush, Goldenrod, Lantana, Purple 

Coneflower, Verbena and Zinnia. 

Remember to support all stages of the 

butterflies life. Butterflies lay eggs on 

host plants specific to their species. 

Caterpillars eat only leaves of their 

speciesõ host plant.  South Dakotan 
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Nature provides 

a free lunch, but 

only if we control 

our appetites. 

William 

Ruckelshaus 


